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Welcome to the Spring Edition of In a Capsule  
(previous edition – 20 August 2021) 

 

SITE DIRECTED NUCLEASE-1 (SDN-1) 
REGULATION 

Poppy Growers Tasmania together with industry 
partners Extractas, Palla Pharma and Sun Pharma 
meet with Primary Industries Minister, Guy 
Barnett on Tuesday 17th August 2021 to discuss 
with him the industry’s concerns regarding the 
Governments intention to regulate SDN-1 
(CRISPA) Modified Organisms in Tasmania. 

Essentially SDN-1 is a mutation breeding 
technique which seeks to develop new traits and 
breeding lines through the alteration of the gene 
sequences of an organism.  In conventional 
mutation breeding (CMB), plant parts are exposed 
to mutagenic chemicals or radiation to produce 
new genetic changes, however this can take many 
years to produce commercial varieties. SDN-1, on 
the other hand, is a targeted technology which 
causes small changes and is much faster and easier 
in regard to the development of new varieties.  It 
is therefore of considerable interest to the 
commercial poppy companies in Australia and 
overseas.  In 2018, the European Court of Justice 
(ECJ) ruled that mutation breeding was a form of 
gene editing and was therefore regulated under 
the 2001 GMO Directive.  Australia, the USA and 
most other non-European countries have 
officially decided not to regulate SDN-1 as a GMO 
technology.   

The Minister gave our group a very good hearing 
and listened intently as we provided an overview 
of our concerns and what the impact of the 
proposed regulation would have on research and 
development for pharmaceutical crops. 

Arising from our discussions, the Minister 
undertook to continue to work with our industry 
to investigate avenues to accommodate our 
concerns should this advanced plant breeding 
technology be regulated under the provisions of 
the (SDN-1 Modiefied Organism Regulations 
2020). 

Our submission is available at: 
www.poppygrowers.com 

In a 

Capsule 
POPPY LICENSING 

As advised in the June 2021 edition of In A 
Capsule, the PACB had agreed to establish an 
industry working group to review and hopefully 
simplify grower licensing regulations. 

As an integral part of the industry meeting on the 
17th August 2021 this matter was progressed with 
all parties now having a clear understanding that 
the streamlining and efficiencies expected as a 
result of the introduction of the 5 year growers 
licensing system had not delivered the 
efficiencies as were envisaged at that time. 

We look forward to working collaboratively with 
all parties involved to ensure we deliver an 
efficient and streamlined licensing system while 
still retaining the essential security elements that 
are the hallmarks of the Tasmanian poppy 
industry. 

SUN PHARMA - Field Officer News 

Farewell to Andrew Legro  

Earlier this year, respected and hard-working 
Central Midlands Field Officer Andrew Legro 
notified Sun Pharma of his intention to depart the 
business to take up an Account Manager/Senior 
Agronomist role with Nutrien Ag solutions, which 
he commenced at the end of June.   

Andrew has been an invaluable asset to the field 
service team since his return to the business from 
then TP Jones in 2019, and his service of nearly a 
decade to GSK/Sun Pharma has been 
notable.  The provision of dedicated service levels 
and consistent competitive returns to growers 
across the central and particularly southern 
midlands regions have been hallmarks of 
Andrew’s tenure with the business, and he leaves 
a legacy in which he is held in high esteem by both 
his fellow colleagues and growers. We take the 
opportunity to wish Andrew continued success in 
his career progression and in his new role.  

PGT takes this opportunity to extend its very best 
wishes to Andrew as he undertakes his new role 
with Nutrien. We look forward to seeing him out 
and about and on-farm. Andrew has been and no 
doubt will continue to be in his new role an 
absolute pleasure to work with. 

Since June, Central Midland Field Officer Peter 
“Golly” Roberts has covered the southern 
midland grower base whilst Sun Pharma sought 
to find a suitable long term replacement for this 
role.  

http://www.poppygrowers.com/
http://www.poppygrowers.com/


  

PALLA PHARMA NEWS – SEASON 2021-2022 

Palla Pharma took the very difficult decision to not grow poppy this year, as it was time to be prudent and to 
consolidate the utilisation of existing inventory. We are fully committed to Tasmanian Poppy Growers and look 
forward to speaking directly with growers in the new year, securing hectarage for the 2022 – 2023 season. We thank 
you for your patience, understanding and support. Tasmanian Manager David Cowle is contactable on 0409 300 562 
or david.cowle@pallapharma.com for any enquires. 
  
Jonathan Gibbs 
Head of Agricultural  

 
jonathan.gibbs@pallapharma.com 
+44 7543 478956 
pallapharma.com 

 

Welcome to Rebecca Lovell 

Sun Pharma wishes to announce the appointment of Rebecca 
Lovell to the Field Services team as Southern Field Officer. 
Rebecca commenced on 17th August and is based in the 
Tunbridge area, currently servicing the southern midland 
grower base in conjunction with Golly Roberts for the 21/22 
season. Rebecca is well credentialed and experienced, having 
worked as a shearing shed hand for 5 years before 
completing a Bachelor of Applied Science (Agriculture) at 
UTAS in 2008 and working with the Grain Research Team at 
the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture for 11 years thereafter 
on a wide variety of cereal and oilseed crop trials. Following 
her tenure at TIA, Rebecca has worked at Driscoll’s as a Crop 
Supervisor (Berries) and immediately prior to joining SUN 
was working at Somercotes Cherries in Ross.  

We congratulate Rebecca on her appointment and wish to 
highlight to Sun Pharma growers (both past and present) 
south of Campbell Town that having Rebecca join the team is 
a positive signal of our long term commitment to the region 
during what is currently a challenging period for the business. 

PGT takes this opportunity to welcome Rebecca and wish her 
every success in her new role with Sun Pharma. 

Sun Pharma Field Officers and Districts 

Circular Head/North West — Russell Barker, 0428 144 464 
Western/Central — Nick Cook, 0418 140 164 
Eastern — Steve Cook, 0418 507 015, Regional Field 
Manager 
North Eastern — Will Byrne, 0427 227 314 
Northern Midlands — Mark Tate, 0407 099 150 
Central Midlands— Peter Roberts, 0418 126 869 
Southern— Rebecca Lovell, 0449 182 108 

 

PRIMARY PRODUCER SAFETY REBATE SCHEME 

PGT along with other members of the Safe Farming 

Tasmanian Reference Group have been heavily involved in 

the development of the abovementioned scheme. With up 

to $5,000.00 in rebates the Scheme provides an ideal 

opportunity for farmers to implement safety measures that 

help reduce work related injuries in the farming sector. 

Please see details below: 

Primary Producer Safety Rebate Scheme 
The Primary Producer Safety Rebate Scheme of $2 million is 
available from 1 October 2021. Rebates of $5,000 are 
available for eligible items that address these hazards. The 
Tasmanian Government is encouraging relevant workplaces 
to take part in the rebate scheme, to help reduce farm 
deaths and injuries. 
 
Eligibility: 
The rebate scheme is specifically available to workplaces 
within the agriculture sector that: 

 have farming as their main source of income 

 operate a business in Tasmania 

 are a small business, medium business and sole 
traders (people without workers). 

As part of your application, you’ll need to identify the hazard at 
your workplace, explain what the risk associated with that hazard 
is, and why implementing one of the eligible items would mitigate 
that risk. 
 
What is included: 
The rebate is available for eligible items that can remove or reduce 
the risk to safety caused by the top 5 hazards facing the agriculture 
sector. These hazards are: 

 being hit by moving objects 

 body stressing 

 falls, trips and slips 

 hitting objects with a part of the body 

 vehicle incidents. 
 
To address quad bike and tractor (vehicle) incidents, helmets and 
training are included in relation to applicants who own a quad 
bike, side-by-side vehicle, or tractor for work purposes. 
The full list of eligible items will be available closer to 1 October 
2021. 
 
Apply for a rebate: 
You will be able to apply for a rebate from 1 October 2021. 
 
For further details in respect of applying for the rebate and/or 
assistance with your applications, please contact Safe Farming 
Tasmania Consultants: 
 
Phill John     0407 01 400 phillip.john@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
Stuart Beams    0400 140 146 Stuart.beams@justice.tas.gov.au 
 

 

mailto:David.cowle@pallapharma.com
mailto:jonathan.gibbs@pallapharma.com
http://pallapharma.com/
mailto:phillip.john@dpipwe.tas.gov.au


AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND (ADF) 

Please see attached flyer for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
My very best wishes for a successful 2021/2022 poppy season. 
 

 
Kind regards,  
Philip Loane - President 



 

PROMOTION FEATURE 
 

Growers are reminded that before applying any product to their poppy crop, they should in the first instance discuss its use 

with their poppy company field officer. 

 

RanMan 400 SC 

For full product disclosure, please visit: 

https://.www.upl-ltd.com/au/product-details/ranman-400SC   

 

 

https://.www.upl-ltd.com/au/product-details/ranman-400SC


 


