
Award Winners 

 

Congratulations to David Wishaw from Carrick, and 

Troy Wright from West Pine, as top growers for 

Tasmanian Alkaloids for thebaine and codeine crops 

respectively.  

 

At the presentation lunch on 10 May, Tasmanian 

Alkaloids stated that they were pleased with the 2016

-2017 crops and congratulated all growers on the 

work they had put in following last year’s weather 

issues.  

 

SunPharma Visit 

 

Mr Anil Kumar Jain (SunPharma API CEO) from 

Mumbai, and Mr Tim Bowser (SunPharma Head of 

Australian Operations) have been visiting Tasmania 

and took the opportunity to meet with our President, 

Vice-President, Executive Officer and Past CEO, on 

Thursday 11 May, 2017.  

 

Chris Ellis, (Head of Tasmanian Operations) and 

Rohan Kile, (Field Service Manager) were also at the 

meeting where we were pleased to hear that 

SunPharma is confident about the future of the 

industry in Tasmania.  

 

Though the current oversupply of product is of 

concern with the North American market in recent 

decline,  SunPharma is actively pursuing new markets 

for their products which bodes well for growers in 

future years.  Admittedly this will take some time for 

the company to complete the necessary negotiations 

and regulatory requirements but it highlights the 

company’s ongoing commitment to the industry. 

SunPharma are also investing heavily in their abuse-

deterrent research to ensure that opioid based pain 

relief is available with reduced risks. 

Poppy Expo 

 

This was a very successful event held in conjunction 

with the Precision Agriculture Expo at Deloraine on 

20 April.  

 

An excellent panel discussion provided attendees 

with an insight into the future of poppies and 

successful growing recommendations. We thank our 

growers, Stuart McGee and Michael Nichols, together 

with company representatives, Tom Radcliff from 

Tasmanian Alkaloids and Rohan Kile, from 

SunPharma, for sharing their knowledge and 

expertise.  

 

We also thank Dr Jason Scott for the update on the 

research into systemic mildew. We are proud to 

support the new research programme. 

 

New Licencing Requirements 

 

As this newsletter goes out we are meeting with 

representatives of Poppy Advisory Control Board 

(PACB) in relation to the proposed new poppy 

growing licences. It is hoped that the outcome will be 

reduced red tape and a simpler licence document. 

The proposed licences allow for a five year licence to 

be granted to growers, as provided for in the 

amendments to the legislation in 2016, thus reducing 

administrative requirements.  

 

Retirement Function for Keith Rice 

 

Please see overleaf, an invitation and details of the 

retirement function being held for Keith Rice on 17th 

June. 
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Dear Member, 

Annual Elections 2017-2018 
 

Nominations are invited from financial members of the Association for the 2017-2018 Committee of Management.  

 

A nomination form has been enclosed for your consideration.  

 

The Committee of Management fulfils a number of roles, including overseeing the affairs of the Association in 

consultation with its members, strategically lobbying re industry issues, an annual grower negotiations, and addressing 

member issues.  

 

I encourage you to consider taking a role with the Committee.  

 

 

Notice of AGM 
 

Members of Poppy Growers Tasmania Inc are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the organisation.  

 

The AGM will be held as follows: 

 

Date: Thursday 15th June 2017 Guest Speaker  Mr Chris Ellis 

 Head of Tasmanian Operations 

Time:  3:00 pm Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Australia P/L 

 

Place:  The Riverlands Centre  

 159 Wellington Street  

 Longford Tasmania 


